
New!
Expanded Eligibility for
Advanced Certification in
Oncology Nursing

New eligibility criteria for
Advanced Oncology Certified Nurse Practitioner (AOCNP®)

Advanced Oncology Certified Clinical Nurse Specialist (AOCNS®)
examinations will take effect in 2013.

What does this mean for you and your advanced practice colleagues? More advanced practice 
nurses may qualify for advanced certification in oncology nursing.  The new pathways will allow for 
more combinations of education, advanced practice experience, and oncology-specific education to 
meet the eligibility criteria for advanced certification as an AOCNP® or AOCNS®. The new pathways 
also support the APRN Consensus Model, which has received widespread support from educational 

institutions, certification, accreditation and regulatory bodies.

See the other side of this flyer for details about the specific eligibility pathways.

Find complete information about AOCNP® and AOCNS® Examinations and the APRN Consensus Model at 
www.oncc.org or call 877-769-6622.



Eligibility Critera for AOCNP® Certification Examination - 2013

RN License Graduate degree from 
accredited NP program with 
concentration in oncology

500 hours supervised 
clinical practice as adult

oncology NP

One graduate level oncology 
course of at least 2 credits

OR
30 hours oncology CE

Eligibility Pathway 2

RN License Graduate degree from 
accredited NP program with 

concentration in 
adult (primary or acute),
family (across lifespan), 

gerontology, or
women’s health

1000 hours practice as adult 
oncology NP, obtained within 
and/or following the graduate 

program

One graduate level oncology 
course of at least 2 credits

OR
30 hours oncology CE

Eligibility Critera for AOCNS® Certification Examination - 2013

+ + +

+++

Eligibility Pathway 1

RN License Graduate degree from 
accredited CNS program 

with concentration in adult  
oncology, med-surg, family, 

gerontology or
women’s health

500 hours supervised clinical 
practice as adult oncology CNS 

during and/or following the 
graduate program

One graduate level oncology 
course of at least 2 credits

OR
30 hours oncology CE

+ + +

Eligibility Pathway 2

RN License Graduate degree from 
accredited nursing program

1000 hours practice as
adult oncology CNS

OR
 500 hours practice as adult, 

med-surg, family, gerontology, 
or women’s health CNS and 
1000 hours practice as RN in 

adult oncology

One graduate level oncology 
course of at least 2 credits

OR
30 hours oncology CE

+++

Eligibility Pathway 3

RN License Licensure or recognition as a 
CNS by US state or territory 

board of nursing
OR

Current national certification 
as adult, med-surg, family, 
gerontology or women’s

health CNS

1000 hours practice as
adult oncology CNS

OR
 500 hours practice as adult, 

med-surg, family, gerontology, 
or women’s health CNS and 
1000 hours practice as RN in 

adult oncology

One graduate level oncology 
course of at least 2 credits

OR
30 hours oncology CE

+++
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Eligibility Pathway 1

LICENSURE ACADEMIC
EDUCATION/CERTIFICATION

CURRENT ONCOLOGY
PRACTICE

Within 5 years prior to application

CURRENT ONCOLOGY-SPECIFIC
EDUCATION

Within 5 years prior to application

LICENSURE ACADEMIC
EDUCATION/CERTIFICATION

CURRENT ONCOLOGY
PRACTICE

Within 5 years prior to application

CURRENT ONCOLOGY-SPECIFIC
EDUCATION

Within 5 years prior to application


